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and all mankind, with justice done to their special
characteristics, might be united in one TroXtrela rov
Kovfiov. The idea of such a process of development,
by which man gradually comes to the realisation of
himself and of all that is involved in his rational
nature, is entirely hidden from the Stoics. Recog-
nising no distinction between what is actual and
what is potential in man, they, as it were, stereo-
type the moral consciousness in the form that was
given to it by their own philosophy; and they
fail to see that that form is itself a stage in a
long* process reaching back to the beginning of
human history and containing in it the germs
of the still higher ethical spirit of the future.

Hence they state the rationality of man's nature
in a way that seems paradoxical and inconsistent
with facts; and they are unable to find a logical
place in their theory for anything but absolute
knowledge or absolute ignorance, absolute virtue or
absolute vice. The value and importance of their
moral idealism as an expression of one aspect of
the truth, is easily seen, but, in putting it forward
as the whole truth, they deprive it of all verisimili-
tude. We cannot do justice to the nature of man
without recognising that he is essentially rational,
rational even in his utmost aberrations and follies;
but it becomes utterly impossible to maintain this
truth in the face of the most ordinary experience